PLATE VIII
ROMAN RELIGION

1.    BAS-RELIEF which represents the simple round shrine
of Vesta in the Roman Forum, with an oak  (the tree of
Jupiter) behind it.   The shrine was certainly a reproduction
of one of the early Italian circular huts.    It contained the
hearth of the Roman community, an altar on which eternal
fire was kept burning by the Vestal Virgins under the super-
vision of the Pontifex Maximus and of the Virgo Vestahs
Maxima.   No image of Vesta was kept in the shrme.   Ruins
.of the shrine still exist in the Roman Forum.   Early 2nd cent.

A. D.    Uffizi, Florence.

2.   BRONZE STATUETTE OF A ROMAN PRIEST, with
an incense-box in his left hand and with the toga drawn over
his head.   Was he a member of the collegium of Pontifices ?
ist cent. A. D.   Bibliothdque Nationale, Paris.